
The Bad Seed (Lesson Plan)

Given the "The Bad Seed" &
Mannish Boy, I can improvise in

the blues genre. 

Given "The Bad Seed" book, I
can identify responsible

decision-making and
relationship skills through

discussion of the book.
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Grade Level

I can improvise in the blues
genre.

I can identify responsible
decision-making and

relationship skills.

Greetings
Sing "The Mood Song" and make sure students participate
when the song asks them to raise their hand based on their
feeling.

Introduction
Tell students they're going to be learning about making
responsible decisions and building relationship skills by
reading a book called "The Bad Seed."
We'll also learn about a very important musician named
Muddy Waters and learn about the Blues genre.

Review Musical Concepts
The Blues genre is Blues, secular folk music created
by African Americans in the early 20th century, originally in
the South. The simple but expressive forms of the blues
became by the 1960s one of the most important influences
on the development of popular music throughout the United
States.The first blues recordings were made in the 1920s by
Black women such as Mamie Smith, Ma Rainey, Ida Cox,
and Bessie Smith. 
One of the most popular blues singers was named "Muddy
Waters" who is known as  "The Father of Modern Chicago
Blues". 
 Listen to his song "Mannish Boy". What instruments do you
notice in the video? What do you notice about the lyrics?
Blues musicians express their feelings through the songs they
create. A lot of times their songs express being sad, mad or
annoyed.
Explain to students-We're going to read the book called "The
Bad Seed" and I want you to listen to find the emotions. Also
listen for ways that "The Bad Seed" makes decisions and
interacts with other people. 

Sing the book "The Bad Seed" with Mannish Boy karaoke track.
Book Questions: 

What were some of the bad things that "The Bad Seed" did? 
Do you think that doing bad things makes you a bad person?
Have you ever been called "bad"? 
Why do you think "The Bad Seed" did such bad things?
What was his background story? 
What was the big decision that "The Bad Seed" made? 
What were some of the choices "The Bad Seed" made that
led to better relationships? 
What are some ways you can better choices each day?

Blues Bubble Map-
 Is there anything that's making you sad, mad or annoyed
today that you'd like to write a blues song about?
Use the "Blues Bubble Map" worksheet to create a blues
song as a class or pass the worksheets out for individual
work.
Write main idea in the center circle and describing words in
the outer circles. 
Blues musicians like to improvise. Let's improvise together
right now! Improvise with the karaoke track for "Mannish
Boy". Call on students to sing their own song or improvise
melodies with the lyrics from "The Bad Seed." 

Meditation
Use our "Responsible Decision-Making"  meditation to close
out the class.

Music Concepts
& Materials

SEL Standards 

-Genre-Blues
-Improvisation

-"The Bad Seed" Book

Demonstration of Learning

Learning Objective

PK-5th Grade

Responsible Decision-Making

Relationship Skills

-Mannish Boy karaoke track

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StJ-pq-mVnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StJ-pq-mVnY
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Seed-Jory-John/dp/006246776X
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hu9JipsVTgE
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Resources: 

Buy the book

Mannish Boy karaoke
track

Mannish Boy live Muddy
Waters performance

https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Seed-Jory-John/dp/006246776X/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1597342636&sr=8-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hu9JipsVTgE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=StJ-pq-mVnY


Blues Bubble Map
Write your main idea in the center circle, and describing

words in the outer circles.


